
 
 

Mr. Breakstone’s Friday Post 
October 28, 2016 

 

Classroom Snapshot 

     
Hands-on learning in class! Making acorn dice, and tracking data with whiteboards and 

post-it notes! 
 

CARES Update: 
Song of the Week: “Moonshadow” by Cat Stevens 

CARES Tool: Perseverance (Do what you can. Then, go further.) 
Signal Word: data 

 

Important Dates: 
● Saturday, October 22: Creek Cleanup! 9 - 12 at the Creek 
● Monday, October 31: California Academy of Sciences Field Trip 

(drivers needed!) 
● Monday, October 31: Halloween Parade in the MPR at 2:30 

 
Homework: Due FRIDAY 11/4 

❏ Home Connection: Snapshot 

❏ Reading Log 

❏ Handwriting Practice 

❏ Math Pages 
 

Find a quiet space to work! 
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Class Work & Projects 

Science: Wild Style 
Similar animals have similar adaptations! This week 
students took notes on the physical adaptations and 
behavioral adaptations of big cats in six different 
habitats. We then thought as clothing designers, 
considering how our Wild Style Outfits can be 
adapted like a variety of big cats. 

 
Saiana reads about bobcats. 

 

 
Students add data to the chart. 

Math: Lifehack 
This week we launched a new project in math! 
Students are challenged to use data to improve their 
health and happiness. We’re starting by learning how 
to categorize and ask questions about data, 
including our choices during recess. Take a look at 
this week’s homework for a letter about how you 
can extend this learning at home! 

 

Writing: Small Moments Stories 
Good writers read good authors! This week we read 
Kate Messner’s wonderful Up in the Garden, Down in 
the Dirt. We analyzed what Kate Messner does to 
develop a good storyteller’s voice. Then we picked 
one flash draft to develop into a final draft. Finally, 
students wrote, wrote, wrote and shared their favorite 
lines with each other! 

 
Writing first drafts! 
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The wonderful Ane Rovetta! 

Language Arts: Ane Rovetta 
We were visited by the incredible Ane Rovetta, a local 
artist and storyteller. After doing the “Jellyfish 
Dance” (ask your child to show you, it’s mandatory 
weekend homework!), Ane astounded us with local 
Miwok “how and why” stories. Then we learned how 
to create and play a game with acorn dice. What a 
wonderful connection between social studies, 
literature, and writing! 

 
Other Announcements 

 
Bathroom Behavior 
 
A number of 3rd Graders have recently 
had to be reminded about bathroom 
expectations. At school, the bathroom 
should be used for one purpose only, 
never to take a break, play, or cause 
damage. Please have a conversation with 
your child this weekend about bathroom 
expectations at school. 

 
Yep, that’s actually a picture of our bathroom. 

 
This is Mr. Breakstone’s costume. 

Halloween Parade 
 
On Monday at 2:30, we will be 
participating in a 3rd - 5th Grade 
Halloween Parade in the Multipurpose 
Room. Students are invited to bring 
costumes they can change into after our 
field trip! Come take a gander at these 
creative, spooky children. 

 
  

 


